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Characters: 

Yudelka (Yudy): Early to mid 20s, Latina 

Abraham (A.B): Early to mid 30s. Latino.  

Margaret: Asian American 

Persephone: Age and race non specific.  

*Note. Persephone doubles as Mother who should sound authentic with Spanish.  

Mother: A.B and Yudy’s Mami 

 

Setting: 

A military base. 

A transition house. 

A beach.  

Present day U.S.A.  
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1. Transition House Reception Area 

 

A bare stage.  

We hear heavy marching from off stage. 

A cadence is heard, at first indecipherable. It becomes clearer as it is repeated.  

The soldiers come on stage. They wear Uncle Sam masks which hide their identities. 

They could be anyone while they are wearing these masks.  

The soldiers begin to set the stage.  

A desk with a chair and a phone. Two chairs not far from that one as seperate seating.  

It is a reception area.  

The cadence: 

*NOTE: The refrain will take place at the end of the cadence,  

whenever the soldiers are done setting the stage.  

It is not necessary to complete the entire cadence.  

 

Soldiers  

 

They say that in the Army, the pay is mighty fine 

They give you a hundred dollars and take back ninety-nine 

 

They say that in the Army, the coffee’s mighty fine 

It looks like muddy water, and tastes like turpentine 

 

They say that in the Army, the shoes are mighty fine 
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You ask for size eleven, they give you a size nine 

 

They say that in the Army, the bed’s are mighty fine 

But how the hell would I know, I’ve never slept in mine 

 

They say that in the Army, the mail is so great 

Today I got a letter dated 1948 

 

They say that in the Army, the hours are just right 

Start early in the morning and work on through the night 

 

They say that in the Army, the chicken’s mighty fine 

One jumped off the table and killed a friend of mine 

 

They say that in the army, the tents are waterproof 

You wake up in the morning and you’re floating on the roof. 

 

Refrain: 

Oh, Lord I wanna go 

But they won’t let me go 

 

The cadence is finished, and the stage is set. The soldiers line up creating a hall.  

One of them has removed their mask, and has become Margaret.  

She sits at the desk talking on the phone.  
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She holds the phone with her chin and methodically files her fingernails.  

Yudy enters walking through the soldiers hallway.  

After she passes through them they exit except the specter. 

She carries a few things with her: a backpack, and combat boots.  

She massages her wrist which she has wrapped in an Ace bandage.  

Yudy surveys the area. She takes a breath, and walks hurriedly to Margaret’s desk.  

 

Yudy 

Hello? 

Margaret ignores her as she speaks on the phone.  

Margaret 

The problem is that I have not received the package even though I have paid for two day shipping yesss? I 

have problem with that nooo? Because I have the prime account. So two days have gone by eh.. what is 

your name was again? Okay Jason.. so.. what we gonna do because I want my money back yess? No eh.. 

Jacob, I don’t want to hold.  

Margaret is quiet for a few moments while she is on hold.  

Yudy takes this as a chance to speak but Margaret puts her finger up to stop her.  

Yudy heavily drops her bags and boots.  

Margaret 

Noooo Johnny. I want to ask you questions yes. Okay. I need soap, feminine pads, toilet paper- What are 

my girls supposed to do without toilet paper? Would you like for me to find you? I could you know. I 

could find you and would you like for me to put your hands together and make a little cup with them? Uh 

huh.. just listen.. I want to know if you would like to me to find you, make your hands into a little cup and 
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shit in your hands. Would you like that? Because that is about how much I would like to be on hold again 

yes?.... Hello?  

Without too much hesitation she shrugs, hangs up the phone and continues filing her nails.  

Yudy 

Excuse me? 

Margaret 

You are excused.  

Yudy 

No, I’m sorry actually.. I’m looking for a Ms. Krause? Margaret Krause.. She’s supposed to check me in. 

I’m new- 

Margaret 

Yes, yes.  

Margaret finally turns around and begins handing a bunch of papers to Yudy.  

That’s me. You are… Jeww-delkas? 

Yudy 

Yudelka, yes. Yudy is fine. Like Judy.  

Margaret 

These names today.. They are getting very creative no? 

Yudy 

It’s actually Spanish for Judith, pretty old fashioned actually.  

Margaret 

Right. Go through these papers. Sign papers. All the paperwork for me to file yes. On the X you sign. 

Take your time if you mess it up you have to start over. Don’t want that. No more paper in printer for 

today. Waiting on the goddamn order. Take pen right here.  
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... 

Yudy. I changed my whole name when I got married.  

Too complicated. You will not even be able to pronounce. Now I’m Margaret.  

Yudy 

Okay.. Nice to meet you Margaret.  

Margaret 

Is never nice to meet me.  

Ah..Welcome to Peaceful Moments Transition Home.  

You on drugs? 

Yudy 

No! Not at all… Well I’ve got the percocet for my wrists but- 

Margaret 

Give me.  

Yudy reaches into her purse and hands Margaret the bottle of pills.  

Margaret opens the  bottle.  

Yudy, here is two for today. I keep the rest.  

Yudy 

Um… Why… uh… 

Margaret 

Because they too many drug addicts in this place and they will steal your pills. So I keep them and when 

you need them you come to me.  

Yudy 

I see. 

Margaret 
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Finish papers. I show you round.  

Margaret stashes the pills in a lock box on her desk while Yudy goes to sit with the paperwork.  

Suddenly Margaret whips around.  

Oh you! Nooo sex. You  have the sex. Not here. No sex her in this house. I see it you get kick out! 

Yudy 

That’s great. I really wasn’t planning on it.  

Margaret 

In this house no.  

Yudy 

Right.  

Actually. Could I possibly make a phone call? Before I start on the paperwork? It’s 3 already so.. It’s 

going to be too late to get in touch with the V.A and I don’t have a working cell yet so…  

Margaret hands her the landline.  

Margaret 

Make your call yes. Have fun.  

Yudy reaches for the phone warily and calls a number she knows by heart. 

Margaret goes back to her seat facing away from the desk. 

Suddenly a woman comes bursting out from one of the rooms.  

She is dressed like a femme fatale.  

Perhaps a black leather dress, thigh high boots and black lipstick.  

She ignores Yudy as she bangs on Margaret’s desk.  

Yes Persephone? 

Persephone 
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Margaret! Be a doll and let me have another Ativan. Raymond will not leave me alone and I am too 

stressed out.  

Margaret 

You know you cannot have another one until tonight.  

Persephone 

What is this Nazi Germany? Come on Margaret, you know just one more won’t do anything to me.  

Margaret turns around ignoring Persephone.  

Persephone bangs on the desk again but Margaret does not flinch.  

Persephone grabs the pen from Yudy’s pile of papers on her chair and chucks it across the room 

almost hitting Yudy.  

Yudy is alarmed, Margaret is still unfazed.  

Fine! I’ll go to Starbucks and get an espresso. The only drug I’m allowed in this prison.  

She notices Yudy staring at her.  

Boo! 

She exits. Yudy refocuses her energy on the phone.  

The lights begin to fade. We hear hold muzak. Scene 2 set up can begin while the hold muzak and 

Voiceover happen.  

V.O 

Thank you for calling the VA. All representatives are helping other callers. If you wish to be called back, 

please press 2, otherwise please stay on the line. Your estimated wait time is.. 3 Hours and.. 25 minutes.  

 

 

2. Family Living Room  
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Lights up on Yudy, her brother Abraham who is about 10 years older than her, and her mother.  

They sit together in the family’s living room.  

Mother and daughter look at odds while Abraham seems to be mediating.  

They are sitting in awkward silence for several beats.  

Mother 

Esto es una locura. You do not have my permission.  

Yudy 

Mami- 

Mother 

I don’t understand it Yudelka! How can you this be the thing that you want to do?  

A.B/Yudy 

Ma. Yudy is an Adult--/ Mami, Come on I already-- 

Mother 

/This isn’t how we do things in this family!  

A.B 

She’s been trying to figure out what she wants to do and I think it’s great!  

Mother 

Ohhh.. Siiii, perfecto, maravilloso! My son already broke my heart once, now I have to see my daughter 

do the same thing? Risk your life? Leave your mami all alone worrying herself to death. Tu eres una 

señorita Yudelka! This army stuff is not for young women!  

Yudy sighs and goes to sit next to her mother. She gives her a big hug. She stiffens against the 

hug, arms crossed refusing the affection.  

Yudy 
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Mami, it will be good for me. You’ll see. You came to this country so Abraham and I could have all that 

life had to offer right? So that we wouldn’t have to work in factories or in fields, so we could follow our 

dreams. But I’ve been working at Victoria’s Secret for two years barely paying my way through 

community college. I’ve never been outside of Pennsylvania Mami. The Army, it will give me so many 

opportunities, pay for school.. travel.. Plus I’ll get into great shape!  

Mother 

I like you working at Victoria’s Secret. Where will I get my cheap brasieles from? 

Yudy 

Mami- 

Mother 

I don’t want you risking your life. Leaving your mami behind.. What am I supposed to sin ustedes dos?  

She finally gives in and hugs her daughter back in a scared way. A.B gets up and joins in on the 

group hug. 

A.B 

Mom. Be serious. You know this is the best choice for her. I was a little… doubtful/ at first but.. She 

convinced me. Look at her Ma.  

Yudy 

/Hey! 

Yudy frames her head in her hands and smiles big and childlike. 

A.B 

I’ll take care of her okay Ma? 

Mother 

Bueno! Por supuesto! Y si no te rompo la espalda te lo juro!  

Yudy 
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So that means yes? 

Mother 

Please m’ija. Cuidate. Be safe. Por dios. Me 

Yudy 

I will Mami. I promise!  

She jumps up doing a little excited dance. Mother shakes her head. A.B flashes her a thumbs up.  

The lights go dark for a few seconds.  

Mother makes her way off stage.  

We hear proud Army commercial theme music playing, maybe a flag waves.  

Yudelka and A.B stand facing forward at attention on opposite sides of the stage as the lights 

flash back on.  

They perform the commercial with excess gestures and ironic enthusiasm. 

A.B 

The Dictionary Defines strong as having great physical power.  

Yudy 

As having moral or intellectual power 

A.B 

But with all due respect Webster! 

Yudy 

There’s Strong 

Both 

And then there is Army Strong!  

A.B  

It is a strength like none other. 
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Yudy 

Physical, emotional.  

A.B 

It is a strength of character.  

Yudy 

A strength of  

Both 

Purpose! 

Yudy 

The strength to do good today.  

A.B 

And the Strength to do well Tomorrow.  

Yudy 

The Strength to obey.  

A.B 

And the strength to command!  

Yudy 

There is nothing on this green earth that is stronger than the US Army.  

A.B 

Because there is nothing on this green earth that is stronger than a US Army soldier.  

Yudy 

Strong.  

A.B 

Strong.  
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Both 

Army Strong!  

 

 

3. Transition Home Dormitory  

Yudy enters again past the soldiers creating the entrance with her bags into a room with two 

beds, two dressers and not much else.  

We get the sense that decorating or adding any sort of personality to the place is off limits.  

One soldier stays, in the scene but out of it. Like a ghost.  

She throws down her things and tosses herself on the bed and groans. 

She grabs one of the pillows and begins to scream into it quietly.  

While she is doing this and not looking, Persephone enters.  

Persephone takes notice of Yudy who has stopped screaming into her pillow, but is still facedown 

eyes closed.  

She slowly and quietly walks over to Yudy’s things and grabs the combat boots.  

Yudy is stirred and whips around.  

Persephone does not acknowledge her. 

*Note. Persephone often switches between personas.  

She switches between various accents, but mostly a cockney accent when she is being manic and abrasive, 

and a proper english accent when she is being polite and attentive.  

It should be clear that Persephone is not fully aware of her different  personalities.  

Whoever the real Persephone is when she is not putting on a Persona, well, that’s up to the artistic team 

to decide.  

Yudy 
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Hey!  

Excuse me?  

What are you doing?  

Persephone 

Almost hypnotizing.  

I am converting air into the life-giving oxygen.  

Isn’t it such a conundrum. Is that the right word to use there? Yes.. even if it isn’t I’ll use it.  

I like it it. 

 Isn’t it such a conundrum. We are surrounded by air always, and we fail to see it.  

What a failure on our part. 

 If we could see the air,... we would know when we were making it unclean.  

We would try harder to be its keeper. 

Yudy 

…  

Yes…  

But we wouldn’t be able to see anything. Because air is everywhere.  

Persephone 

Do you think that may be the reason that God is invisible? 

Yudy 

I don’t know… 

What are you doing with my shoes.  

Persephone 

These boots are quite heavy. They are yours? 

Yudy 
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They used to be mine.  

I wore them.  

That’s why I had them. As part of my possessions when I entered this room… Which you are in um...  

Persephone 

Persephone.  

Yudy 

Right.  

That’s a.. um.. nice name. My name is Yudelka. But you can call me Yudy 

Are you my roommate? 

Persephone 

We’ll share the room, but we shan’t be mates!  

She leans in close to Yudy who tenses up. She whispers imitating Margaret. 

It’s not allowed yes? 

Yudy 

Okay.  

Persephone turns her back and Yudy’s eyes roll wide open and she makes a ‘what in the holy hell 

is going on and who is this crazy bitch’ face. Or whatever your interpretation of that is.  

Persephone 

You are an Army girl huh. Navy? Marines? You get kicked out? HA!  

… 

No? Don’t want to share? Okay.  

Well. I don’t often share the room. And when I do, the other participant doesn’t last long.  

She hands her the boots and Yudy takes them back holding them close to her chest.  

Yudy 
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And why is that I wonder? 

Persephone 

It’s haunted.  

She giggles. She stares out pointedly.  

Weren't you ready for a ghost story?  

She turns and walks slowly towards Yudy who doesn’t seem at all afraid at the proclamation of a 

ghost. Persephone smiles at her sweetly.  

You might last though. I think you know what most people don’t realize.  

Yudy 

And what is that? 

Persephone 

She leans in much too close.  

There are some things in life that are much more terrifying than ghosts.  

She exits. 

Yudy contemplates for a moment as she takes in the boots. She starts to put them on methodically 

and slightly spaced out. We hear a marching offstage and the hum of a cadence. Yudy notices and 

she stands quickened. The lights begin to change as the soldiers make their way on stage wearing 

the Uncle Sam masks.  

A dream, a memory. We are no longer at the transition home.  

The soldier's march across the stage and Yudy jumps up and joins them, but she is inexperienced. 

Offstep, behind.  

They chant.  

Soldiers 

Mama mama can’t you see, 
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What the Army’s done to me. 

They put me in a barber’s chair, 

Spun me around I had no hair. 

 

Mama mama can’t you see, 

What the Army’s done to me. 

They took away my favorite jeans, 

now I’m wearing army greens. 

 

Mama mama can’t you see, 

what the Army’s done to me. 

I use to be a beauty queen 

now I love my M16. 

 

Mama mama can’t you see, 

what the Army’s done to me. 

I use to drive a Cadillac, 

now I carry one on my back. 

 

The marching becomes progressively more complicated and she catches up at some points but 

she is clearly unpracticed.  

She loses her balance after a few moments of rigorous marching and ends up on the ground.  

One of the soldiers quickly helps her up. He dusts her off, waves, and continues on his way. She 

yells after him.  
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Yudy 

Thank you!  

 

 

4. Army Barracks  

  

Yudy sits on the floor in her bunker. She is unlacing her boots and clearly exhausted.  

She hums a cadence.  

A.B enters.  

 

Yudy 

Omg, I’m so tired A. How do you do this everyday! 

…  

A.B 

Stand at attention soldier! You’re in the presence of a superior officer. 

She is taken aback and skeptical. She jumps up regardless and stands at attention. 

Yudy 

Sir! 

A.B holds his seriousness for about 5 more seconds then he doubles over laughing. 

A.B 

Wooww little sister you are eager!  

Yudy 

Dummy, don’t you do that to me.. I’m gonna need a friend in this, I can barely think straight I’m so tired. 

A.B these shoes weigh like 20,000 pounds. Honestly just walking around in them is ridiculously difficult.  
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A.B 

Giving up already? Come on you're gonna make me look bad little sis!  

Yudy 

Yea right, you won’t get rid of me that easily! 

A.B 

I got your back sis relax. But I can’t show you any special treatment. You’ll have to grow into those 

heavy shoes just like everyone else.  

She lifts her legs feigning difficulty. 

A.B 

Crazy!... Alright, get to bed! Cause it's just gonna keep going and going and going! We got another long 

day tomorrow! And the second day is harder than the first cause you’ll be nice and sore.  

Yudy 

Alright, alright. 

She throws herself into the bed fully dressed with shoes on still. He laughs.  

A.B 

You might want to take those off.  

Yudy 

Nope, if I sleep in them they won’t feel so heavy in the morning.  

A.B 

Suit Yourself. 

Yudy 

Oh hey, do you know who that drill sergeant was who helped me up when I lost my footing? He was a 

couple of ranks above me.  

A.B 

19 



That’s Parks! He’s a buddy of mine. He told me he had to scrape you off the ground today during drills.  

Yudy 

Not quite! 

A.B 

 I’ve known him since I was just little private like you! He’s my battle buddy. I’m glad he’s keeping an 

eye on you.  

Yudy 

Great. You got everyone in here babysitting me.  

I didn’t get a chance to say thanks, so if you see him let him know I appreciate it. 

A.B 

Awe..What you got a crush on him or something? 

Yudy 

HA! Oh Please..  I’m not 12. I do not have the time or energy for crushes.  

A.B 

That’s exactly right.  

He starts to head out, he stops.  

Hey, don’t tell anyone this but.. I’m proud of you.  

Yudy 

Oh my god! Gross! Get out of here, Jesus.  

She smiles. He exits.  

She tries to rest for a moment but the energy won’t let her.  

She stands and starts to practice the march while humming a cadence.  

This leads us to the next scene.  
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5. Army Base  

 

Soldiers in Uncle Sam masks marching.  

Yudy is following along much better this time.  

They march, left, right, back forward. Their boots stomp creating an ominous sound.  

They chant.  

Soldiers 

A Yellow Bird/ With a Yellow Bill 

Sat upon/ My windowsill 

I lured him in/ With a piece of bread 

And then I smashed/ his fucking head  

 

The speed picks up, suddenly they are out of unison.  

Something is off.  

Parks, one of the masked men is in lead and the marching and stepping become progressively 

more aggressive.  

The aggression seems to be aimed towards Yudy and she begins to back away.  

The other soldiers march out leaving just Parks and Yudy. He slowly steps towards her as if he 

was coming in peace.  

She relaxes for a moment, she is facing out towards the audience. 

He stands in front of her blocking her from view then advances aggressively once more. She 

stands legs apart, arms up in a V as he grabs her wrists and forces himself on her. 

Blackout. 
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6. Transition Home Dormitory 

In darkness we hear Yudy’s panicked cries.  

Yudy 

No! Stay away! I don’t want to no! Stop! 

Lights up. A soldier hangs by Yudy’s bed as a specter. Uncle Sam mask on.  

He can be hanging out over the headboard, or at the foot of the bed. Heck, he could be lying in 

bed with her, causing the nightmare.  

Of course, he is not acknowledged by Persephone or Yudy.  

Persephone stands over Yudy watching her struggle with the nightmare.  

Yiudy shoots awake.  

Yudy 

What are you doing!? 

Persephone 

I am just watching over you Yudelka. You were so peaceful. Until the screaming started. Why are you 

screaming? 

Was it the ghost?  

Yudy 

No, please.. Just give me some space!  

Here the soldier may move to a less obvious location, but he is still in the room.  

Margaret enters. 

Oh great! More company.  

Margaret 

Hey! What you yelling about huh? You think you at the Hilton? 
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Yudy 

Ha! The Hilton. Yea that’s the last freaking place I think I am, but thanks. She was watching me sleep 

Margaret.  

Margaret 

You share a room no? 

Down Persephone!  

Persephone makes her way slowly back to her own bed.  

She continues to stare intensely at Yudy.  

Yudy 

Lord. What am I doing here.  

Margaret 

You don’t like? You leave, no problem.  

Yudy 

As if I had some other place to go.  

Margaret 

Then! No complaining.  

… 

Eh… Think of a happy thought okay?  

Persephone 

Yay! Happy thoughts!  

She starts to sing.  

Raindrops on roses and whiskers on kittens,  

Bright copper kettles and warm woolen mittens,  

Margaret 
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Persephone.  

Yudy 

Oh dear.  

Persephone 

Brown paper packages tied up with strings,  

These are a few of my favorite things! 

Margaret 

Enough Persy!  

She continues to hum and dance to herself. (When the dog bites! When the bee stings! When I’m 

feeling sad.) 

So. For you. What is happy thought? 

Yudy 

…  

Uh.  

The beach. I love the ocean. I guess.  

Margaret 

Perfect!  

Margaret starts to make ocean sounds. It is a little ridiculous.   

Now go to sleep!  

She abruptly exits.  

Persephone 

She jumps on Yudy’s bed. Yudy covers her head with her pillow.  

I simply remember my favorite things 

And then I don’t feel, soooo bad! 
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7. The Beach.  

Yudy sits in a beach chair, relaxed reading a book. Abraham is laid out on a beach towel soaking 

up the sun and reading a magazine. The day is sunny and beautiful.  

There are no hovering ominous soldiers.  

We hear the beach sounds, though much  better than Margaret’s interpretation. 

A.B sits up and takes a deep glorious breath.  

A.B 

Diablo Yudy why didn’t we ever do this before? So close to the Jersey Shore and we don’t take advantage 

of it.  

Yudy 

Right? I swear to you, If I don't make it to the shore next summer I'm going to off myself. I hope I'm not 

deployed at the time.  

A.B  

So dramatic. But yeah me too.  

You are going to love active duty though you may not want to leave.  

Don’t get me wrong it’s gonna be hard as shit… especially for you! 

Yudy 

Heyyy.. 

A.B 

Nah but.. It’s worth it. To be a part of something like that. It’s like a big family.  

Yudy 
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I’m so excited! I mean I’m shitting my pants but… 

We’ll have to come back here. The beach directly in front of.. 

A.B 

Chickies and Petes! 

Yudy 

Okay, that works. Definitely won’t forget that one.  

A.B 

It’ll be our spot. We will bring our grandkids who hate each other here when we are 100. 

Yudy 

They won’t hate each other. Why would they hate each other? Be positive, damn.  

A.B 

I don’t know, isn’t that a thing? 

Yudy 

Well, it won’t be for us.  

It’s rejuvenating. Out there, in front of us, nothing man made you know?  

A.B 

I get you.. We’re looking out, but we don’t even know how far we are looking. Nothing’s in the way.  

Yudy 

I’m glad we made it here before we get shipped out. Imagine if the whole world was like this A.B? So 

pure.. so…  

A.B 

Better.  

Yudy 

Yeah.. better. .  
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A.B 

It will be again one day.  

Yudy 

Yeah, when humans finally go extinct.  

A.B 

Nooo, when Jesus brings paradise back to earth actually.  

Yudy 

Uhhhhhhhgg A.B please.  

A.B 

Okay Ms. Athiest.  

Yudy 

Okay I’m not officially an Atheist.. Mr. Jesus. 

J.C luvahhhh  

A.B 

That’s blasphemy...I’m gonna miss you in paradise you know.  

Yudy 

Aweee Abeeee that’s the nicest things you’ve ever said to me.  

A.B 

Stupid.  

Yudy 

Dork! 

A.B 

You.  

Yudy 
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You know what a dork really is? 

A.B 

What? 

Yudy 

Whale Penis.  

A.B 

Alright. Now my feelings are hurt. How do you even know that.  

Yudy 

Science.  

A.B 

 

Speaking of gross penile.  

He refers to the magazine.  

You heard this crap they’re saying about Bill Cosby.  

Yudy 

Unfortunately. Let’s not even. .  

A.B 

Something about this is fishy no? I mean why didn’t these women say what happened to them when it 

happened. Like why come out now about it 30 yrs later.  

Yudy 

Are you kidding?  

A.B 

I don’t know, I’m just not buying it.  

Yudy 
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Not buying it?! Are you saying you don’t believe them? They are just randomly making it up? 

A.B 

I don’t know if they are making it up up.. I just don’t believe that Bill Cosby, fucking Bill Cosby, was just 

running around raping everyone all willy nilly.  

Yudy 

A.B seriously. Everything coming out of your mouth right now is so problematic. 

BUT. 

I want to have a nice relaxing day so I’m gonna take a break on educating you.  

He snorts.  

A.B 

Things are never as simple as they seem you know.  

Yudy 

True.  

But sometimes they are exactly what they seem.  

... 

Hey come on! I’ll race you to the end of the pier.  

She jumps up and starts jogging around him.  

A.B 

As if you stand a chance.  

Yudy 

Gotta keep getting into shape man. I wanna make sure I pass that fitness test. When the time comes I’m 

thinking I might wanna do combat.  

A.B 

Whoa whoa whoa… 
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Yudy 

What? 

A.B 

I told ma I was gonna watch out for you and... combat? Come on… Be serious.  

Yudy 

You be serious! What makes you think I can’t do combat? 

A.B 

It’s not you specifically as it’s women in general…  

Yudy 

Ay ya yay! Here we go again.  

A.B 

What here we go… Women in combat? That’s just gonna be a distraction or worse. You literally do not 

have the balls for it. Anyway, you can’t just change your sign up.  

Yudy 

I don’t wanna hear anymore! Race me chickenshit. Then we will see who’s got the balls.  

She starts to run. 

A.B 

Goddamn it.  

He runs after her.  

*Note. Here, the line of soldiers can come on and clear and reset the stage. In general, they can be used 

for transition scenes when they are available. It should always be done in a somewhat militaristic way 

depending on timing.  

 

8. Army Barracks 
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Yudy sits on the floor. It is mostly dark.  

She is disheveled, sniffing softly.  

She holds her boots in her hands. She stares at them.  

She stares.  

She screams and tosses the books across the room. She winces in pain and holds her wrist.  

A.B enters.  

A.B 

Hey! Whoa. What’s going on?  

Yudy 

Abraham.  

A.B 

You okay little sis? You look a hot ass mess.  

Yudy 

I… He… um..Parks. 

A.B. 

Parks What? 

Yudy 

I was.. You know a bunch of us went for drinks earlier and… But I was tired and I started heading back… 

but… I shouldn’t have came back by myself-It’s my- but I didn’t know-I wasn’t expecting…  

A.B 

Yudy, whoa. Slow down. What the heck happened? 

Yudy 

I don’t think I can even... say- I don’t- 

A.B 
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Yudelka.  

He sits by her and puts his arm on her back or hand comfortingly.  

Yudy 

She practically whispers it.  

I was… He caught up to me, he was being nice?.. he was… saying how you and him went way back.. and 

he was… But I told him I needed to get to bed… but he said well… My dorm is closer let me just grab 

my rifle and I’ll walk you back… like no big deal but… 

A.B. 

Oh man, Yudy what happened? Did you hook up with the guy? Come on... 

Yudy 

No! No… I didn’t want to. 

He attacked me. What was I supposed to do? I didn’t know what to do. I didn’t.. 

Please. A.B I need your help. I have.. I think my wrist is broken.. I..  

Have to. 

Report.  

She realizes herself the implications of what she is saying.  

Yea.  

A.B 

… 

Yudy 

I have.. to.. 

I have to report this.  

A.B 
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Report what Yudelka? You slept with this guy and regret it so now he’s a what a? a rapist? I didn’t think 

you were one of those girls, come on. I can’t believe you’re even telling me this right now.  

Yudy 

What.  

A.B 

You wanna ruin the guy's life? He's my friend Yudy, I started out with this guy. He’s got a wife and kid. 

He's a little wild but he wouldn't do nothing like that.  

He comes in closer to her again.  

Come on… Going for drinks? Going to his dorm? What did you think he was gonna think? 

You should know better.  

Yudy 

She pulls away from him.  

You’re saying this was my fault?  

A.B 

It’s nobodies fault Yudy. These things /happen. You’ve been doing really great these last few months. 

You want to ruin your chances here? 

Yudy 

/Abraham! 

A.B 

Look, whatever happened was regrettable, and I’m sure you both regret it. Leave it in the past where it 

belongs. It’s over.  

Yudy 

How can you just-! 

A.B 
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I said It’s OVER.  

He exits. She stares after him horrified. She slowly stands up, shaking and still in pain.  

She paces the area, first will a hollow look in her eye, then becoming more and more agitated. We 

hear loud marching from off stage.  

Chanting.  

Two soldiers come on stage wearing Uncle Sam masks.  

They march past her slowly and deliberately staring at her.  

Chanting. 

Soldiers 

Take a chain saw/ Cut a bitch in two 

Take the bottom half/ Give the other half to you! 

They surround her.  

Take a chain saw/ Cut a bitch in two 

Take the bottom half/ Give the other half to you! 

Yudy huddles to the ground with the Soldiers surrounding and hovering over her.  

They continue chanting as long as is needed.  

Blackout.  

 

 

9. The Transition House Reception Area  

 

Yudy stands by the phone again.  

She leans against the counter, exhausted. As if she hasn’t gotten much sleep.  

She is holding the phone to her ear with her shoulder.  
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We hear the hold musak over the phone.  

Margaret sits at her desk facing backwards as usual and paying no mind to Yudy who paces as 

far as the line will let her.  

Yudy sees the chair in the corner, ah! a place to sit!  

Holding the phone to her ear still she starts walking towards the chair to bring it closer to her. 

But alas, it is just out of reach.  

She starts reaching out with her leg, comically so.  

She reaches the chair with just her foot, and she tries to maneuver it closer to her losing her 

balance and almost falling over a few times.  

Margaret catches sight of this at some point. Yudy and her make eye contact with Yudy thinking, 

‘you gonna help me woman?’ and Margaret thinking, ‘if she thinks I’m gonna get up..’  

Margaret looks away and continues her task of applying lipstick or filing her nails as usual. 

Finally, the chair is within reach of her free hand, and she brings it in close to her.  

Exasperated, but victorious she makes a big show of sitting in her newly acquired 

accommodation.  

At that exact moment, the line opens to the robotic voice. She jumps up.  

V.O 

Thank you for holding. We are experiencing unusually high call volumes. You can keep holding, or we 

can call you back in -40 Minutes-.  

Yudy 

UUUgghhh. You have got to be playing with me right now.  

Voice 

I’m sorry, I didn’t understand that. You can simply say, ‘call back,’ or you can stay on the line.  

Yudy 
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Call back, I guess.  

Voice 

I’m sorry, I didn’t understand that. You can simply say, ‘call back,’ or you can stay on the line.  

Yudy 

CALL BACK 

Voice 

Did you say, ‘call back?’ 

Yudy 

Yes ho! 

Voice 

Okay, we will call you back.  

The line goes dead. She hangs up and Margaret is looking at Yudy as if appalled by her yelling. 

Yudy 

They are going to call me back.. 

What am I going to do Margaret?  I’m never going to get out of this place if I can’t even get in contact 

with the VA to get my benefits started.  

Margaret 

Oh hunny, you be waiting long time until those people give a shit about you.  

Yudy 

That’s not the way it’s supposed to be.  

Margaret 

Well, you tell me one thing that is the way it is supposed to be yes? Ah? Can’t think of one eh.. I did not 

think so.  
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The phone rings. Yudy looks at Margaret, ‘can it be?’ She picks up the phone. Mother appears on 

her opposite side of the stage talking in the phone.  

Yudy 

Hello? 

Mother 

Yudelka? 

Yudy 

Mommy? 

Mother 

Ay dios mio! Yudelka I finally got a hold of you. What is going on? Why haven’t you come home? 

Yudy 

Mom, it’s.. complicated.. 

Mother 

Complicated!  

Yudy 

Yes! 

Mother 

Yudelka, Yudy, my beautiful daughter what has gotten into you!? It’s a miracle I could even get this 

number from Ariana to reach you. Your brother and I have been worried sick!  

Yudy 

Oh yea.. I’m sure.. Abraham has been real worried.  

Mother 

What are you saying? Of course he has been! You get discharged dique por your mental health? Que es 

eso?  And we still haven’t heard from you! Te volviste loca? 
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Yudy 

Goddamn Ari, she can’t ever keep a freaking secret.  

Mother 

Don’t blame Ariana for this..and don’t say freaking!  

Yudy 

Mom, I have to go. I waiting for someone on the other line okay.  

Mother 

Yudelka!  

Yudy 

Okay, Mami, I love you. Bye.  

Mother 

Yudy! 

She hangs up. She stands shaking her head dealing with everything she is feeling and trying not 

to show too much in front of Margaret. She strokes her aching wrist. 

Yudy 

If my mom knows the number to where I am, she probably knows the address which means that Abraham 

will know soon if he doesn’t already… 

Margaret 

I don’t know and don’t care about what any of that means yea.  

Yudy 

Hey, Margaret. I’m gonna go to my room now. You’ll let me know if someone calls right? 

Margaret 

I’m no receptionist.  

… 
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Fine.  

Yudy 

Thank you!! 

She exits.  

Margaret 

I got 99 problems and that chick is one! 

 

 

10. Transition House Dormitory/ Army Base 

 

Yudy is focused lifting weights.  

This is something meditative to her.  

She squats, she punches with the weights, she breathes heavily.  

She stops to massage her injured wrist and hand everyone once in awhile.  

The soldiers with the Uncle Sam masks march across the stage to their cadence.  

It is a nightmare that won’t stop playing in her head. 

Soldiers 

A little bird/ With little feet 

Sat up upon/ My toilet seat 

I pushed him in/ And flushed him down 

That little bird/ Went round and round 

 

A yellow bird/ Witha yellow bill 

Sat up upon/ My windowsill 
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I lured him in/ With a piece of bread 

Then I smashed/ His fucking head 

Two soldiers stand on each side of Yudy facing upstage. She drops her weights stepping into the 

scene with them.  

They behave robotically and hand her a pile of papers.  

The conversation happens with minimal pauses.  

Soldier 1 

This is a very well written report soldier. 

Yudy 

Thank you. 

Soldier 2 

Did you ever consider being a writer? You could write good fiction.  

Yudy 

It isn’t fiction.  

Soldier 1 

Of course not.  

Solder 2 

Well, that hasn’t been determined yet.  

Soldier 1 

Right now, it is merely an accusation.  

Soldier 2 

Accusations are neither true nor false.  

Soldier 1 

Until they are judged.  

40 



Soldier 2 

Are you ready to submit this report for judgement? 

Yudy 

Yes.  

Soldier 1 

Really? 

Soldier 2 

It says here in your report that you’d been drinking? That’s a serious misconduct.  

Yudy 

No, I- 

Soldier 1 

Do you often find yourself regretting sexual encounters after having them soldier? 

Soldier 2 

I know it gets lonely so far away from home.  

Yudy  

No- 

Soldier 1 

Have you been feeling anxious? Afraid? Overwhelmed? 

Yudy 

Yes, ever since this hap- 

Soldier 2 

Maybe you try to make yourself feel better with alcohol? Sex? 

Yudy 

No! No, I- you aren’t listening to me. It’s all in my report, did you even read it?  
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Parks attacked me.  

I was...raped!  

Soldier 1 

That is a very strong word.  

Yudy 

It’s the word for what happened! 

Soldier 2 

According to you.  

…  

Yudy 

You’re-- you are not going to do anything are you? 

Soldiers 1 & 2 

We suggest you put the incident behind you.  

Yudy 

The incident.  

Soldiers 1 & 2 

Yes.  

Yudy 

And what if he comes after me again? 

The two soldiers look at each other pointedly.  

Soldier 1  

We are going to recommend you for psychologic evaluation.  

Yudy 

Based on what?! 
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Soldier 1 

Delusions.  

Soldier 2 

Paranoia.  

Soldiers 1 & 2 

It’s for your own good, Soldier.  

They immediately jump back into their marching.  

Yudy stares out for a moment then joins in on their march.  

The energy becomes strained and manic.  

Throughout the cadence and march, Yudy makes her way to the front of the marching line.  

*Note. Actors off stage may join in to add volume to the cadence. A V.O may also be used, though 

it should not overtake the live sounds.  

Soldiers 

A bigger bird 

With a bigger bill 

Sat up upon 

My window sill 

I lured him in 

With a bigger bread 

And then I smashed 

His bigger head 

It is only Yudy and Parks left. The older soldiers are off to the side chanting.  
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The doctor came 

And the doctor said 

That this big bird 

Sure aint dead 

Oh me oh my 

I'm such a clutz 

I smashed out his fucking guts 

 

Parks has not noticed that the other soldiers have been dismissed by her. He continues leading 

the line. She follows closely behind him, perfectly, better than him.  

*At some point, they face each other, mirroring each other's actions. 

*Perhaps by the end of the cadence at ‘fucking guts’  

A challenge.  

We see Parks reconsider for a moment, but he accepts the challenge.  

The speed picks up, they are neck in neck.  

At some point, Yudy stops. The music stops.  

They face eachother.. But Yudy reconsiders. She shakes her head.  

She starts to walk away passing Parks.  

But...He reaches out for her arm and she reacts by knocking him to the ground.  

She jumps on top of him and starts beating him in the face and chest. She cannot stop.  

He is shocked at first. Then he is physically hurt.  

She stands up over him. He lays still on the ground hands up trying to protect himself.. She stands 

still over him breathing deeply. She holds her injured wrist. There is a strained silence for several 

moments.  
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One of the soldiers lifts his mask, it is Abraham. The witness.  

She sees him. 

She looks at him pointedly. He does not move.  

Parks still has his arms up trying to protect himself.  

She lifts her leg, and stomps on Park’s face. His arms fall.  

Stillness.  

A.B continues looking at her. She meets his gaze and he turns away exiting.  

She falls to her knees in front of Parks holding herself in a fetal child’s pose. She screams a 

guttural animalistic sound. The sound continues in audio, distorted. She stops screaming.  

The audio screams continue as if in her head. She holds her ears shut.  

The audio continues. All the lights go down. We still hear the distorted screams as they slowly 

fade away.  

 

11. Family Living Room  

Abraham and Mother sit tensely in the family living room. Abraham sips a beer.  

Mother is on the phone pacing impatiently. A.B looks to her worriedly. 

Mother keeps throwing A.B dirty looks as she grows more impatient. She leaves to another room. 

A.B is flipping through a few news channels. We hear the headlines.  

(Stanford swimmer’s dad argues 6-month sentence is too steep for 20 minutes of action. 

No Jail for 18-year-old accused of raping 2 teens.  

Game of Thrones and the Rise of Primetime Sexual Violence etc)  

He turns off the TV, and for a few moments just looks at it. Mother comes back in. She is talking 

to someone. She is scribbling something down.  

Mother 
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Okay, that’s the full address? Now please put my daughter on the phone! 

Yeesssssss. I know she is there! I will call back por dios! QUE? Mira mujer! I will shit in your hands si 

me deja!  

Aalo!? 

She slams the phone.  

Nada. Esa maldita- 

Nadanadanada.  

She goes to A.B and snatches the beer out of his hand.  

Por dios Abraham! What is going on with your sister? I know you know!  

A.B 

Ma… I don’t- 

Mother 

No me diga que you don’t know!  

She grabs his ear and and yanks on it.  

Ahora mismo! Tell me!  

A.B 

Okay! Jesus. Mom.  

I don’t know- 

She yanks.  

Mommy! I’m saying I don’t know how to tell you. I just don’t know how to tell you. I don’t know what to 

tell you.  

Mother 

Tell me what happened. Tell me the truth.  

… 
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It hurts me more not to know m’ijo.  

A.B 

I really screwed up I think. I said I would protect her and I failed very very badly.  

Mother 

No lo creo! Dios mio Abraham I remember when Yudy brought home that ‘bad boy’ Marco. Te recuerda? 

A.B 

Yea… 

Mother 

And you scared him so bad he never came back! “If you hurt her, I’ll kill you!”  

She laughs. It stings him.  

A.B 

… 

Yudy…  

Somebody did hurt her. She told me. I didn’t believe her. I didn’t want to believe her. I couldn't’ believe 

her. I should have believed her but- 

Mother 

Que le paso? Believe believe believe! Believe que? 

… 

A.B 

I don’t want to hurt you with this.  

She sits down next to him and looks at him closely.  

She sees the truth in him. She is deflated by it.  

Mother 

Ya se. I knew it I knew it. Alguien la violo? Eso fue.  
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A.B 

Violo?  

He feels the word.  

Violated. 

Yea.. I guess that’s a way to put it.  

Don’t use that voodoo on me Ma!  

Uhh. I feel to sick to my stomach. It’s my fault.  

I didn’t protect her. I promised you I would and… I- 

Mother 

Mi nina. Ay mi nina mi nina mi nina. That’s why she is hiding. She is too ashamed to show her face. I 

told her something like this would happen. With all those men! Dios!  

Why did I let her go there!  

A.B 

Mommy, it’s not her fault.  

Mother 

Ay si, claro que no.  

It is my fault.  

I worked my whole life trying to prevent something like that from happening to her. I never had a 

boyfriend! I never dared to bring a man home who might do something to my children! Yo sabia que esto 

iba a pasar!  

A.B 

Ma. The only person to blame is the bastard who did it. He was supposed to be my friend. I trusted him 

over my own damn sister. What was I thinking?  

… 
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You know. I don’t know what to do. I don’t think I’ve ever felt this terrible.  

She smacks him across the head. 

Ow!  

Mother 

You! YOU feel terrible. Multiplica eso 100 times and that is how your sister feels right now. Idiota! 

She grabs his things, his shoes, maybe a bag or wallet, and tosses it at him.  

You go talk to your sister and you fix this Abraham.  

Hands him the paper with the address. 

Ahora mismo! I do not want to see you again unless your sister is with you. Me entiende? 

A.B 

Mom.. I don’t know- 

Mother 

If I hear you say ‘I don’t know’ una ves mas por dios! Areglalo. Encuentra tu hermana! Y bring her 

home!  

A.B 

… 

I’m sorry Ma.  

Mother 

... 

I know m’ijito.  

Now go fix it.  
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12. Transition Home Reception Area.  

Yudy is on the phone. Margaret is at her desk.  

Yudy 

I’m not even sure if I’m on hold anymore. It’s just silent. No music or nothing.  

It’s like they are testing me to see how much I’m willing to put up with to get help.  

Margaret 

You are lucky to be here at least. Most girls like you.. end up on the street no? 

Yudy 

Well in that case I’d probably just go home to my mom’s place.  

Margaret 

You have some place to go besides here! Why aren’t you there now!  

Yudy 

Well. My brother is there.  

I think if I see him right now I’ll- Well. It’s best if we aren’t in the same room. I think he’s going back to 

base soon though.. but..my mom. She does this thing where she just looks at you and she just knows you 

know.. Like everything. Her great-grandparents were like spiritual advisors or something so I guess she 

got that recessive gene. Anyway, I can’t deal with that. She’d be like seeeeee I was right.. You shouldn’t 

have enlisted and I’d freak out on her and she doesn’t really deserve that...  

She’s been a pretty good mom all things considering.. I mean a little old fashioned but- 

Margaret 

And this is why you don’t ask questions Margaret.  

Yudy  

Anyway, it's not so so bad here.  

Margaret  
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Oh yea, just a regular vacation.  

She grabs the phone from Yudy and listens.  

The line is dead Jew-delkas.  

Is this way for you to stand here and bother me because I have figured you out lady.  

She hangs it up.  

Yudy 

No! Come on Margaret! That was still holding!  

A.B enters. Margaret notices him but Yudy does not.  

It’s too late to call back now. Goddamn it.  

Margaret 

Yes? Can I help you? 

A.B 

Hey sis.  

Yudy turns around and sees him.  

Yudy 

what. in. the FUCK. are you doing here?! 

A.B 

Yudy- 

Yudy 

NO. 

A.B 

Yudy please let me talk, let me explain.  

Yudy 

NO. Do not speak to me and leave now. Margaret! This man is trespassing and he needs to go.  
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A.B 

Please. I’m her brother and I just need to talk to her.  

Margaret.  

Ohhh this your brother huh? Nice to meet you.  

She goes to shake his hand. 

Yudy 

Margaret! 

Margaret 

What! I cannot say hi? 

A.B 

Yudy. You know I saw you. What you did to Parks.  

Yudy 

Oh! Did you come here to reprimand me for beating up your friend! Why am I not surprised!? 

A.B 

No!  

I’m saying.  

I know you wouldn’t have done something like that unless you were telling the truth. You know about 

what he did to you and- 

Yudy 

Oh! So I had to attack the guy for you to believe me!? That’s really affirming A.B really. Thanks for the 

wonderful apology you can get the fuck out now! 

Persephone enters to witness the commotion.  

She immediately becomes amped up by the energy and paces the situation like a guard dog.  

A.B 
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Yudy. Please. I did just want to say that I’m sorry. I’m sorry I didn’t believe you. I was an idiot. I didn’t 

want to believe it. But I should have known you wouldn’t make something like that up. I was just hurt and 

confus/- he was my friend.  

Persephone 

/Oh YOU were hurt and conf- 

Margaret 

Perseph- 

A.B 

Who are- 

Yudy 

Persephone comes up close to Yudy and starts to bark at Abraham as if she were a guard dog.  

Yudy stops her with a touch on her arm. Persephone is surprised, but she backs off, though if she 

had hair like a dog it would still be on end.  

To Abraham.  

Leave.  

... 

You betrayed me Abraham. You hurt me more than he ever could.  

A.B 

I know.  

I’m sorry.  

I’m not going to leave.  

Not until you forgive me.  

Please.  

Yudy 
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Fine.  

I'll leave. And don't you dare follow me! 

And he better not be here when I get back or I’m calling the cops I swear to god.  

She bolts out.  

All is quiet for a moment.  

A.B 

I’m sorry for bringing this to your place of work, or er-residence.  

They stare at him.  

I just want her to know that I’m really sorry you know? 

I’m going to wait for her. 

I’m only in town for a few days on leave you know and then I’m gone again for months…  

I don’t want to leave things like this.  

I just want her to know I’ll do anything to make it up to her. You know? 

Persephone 

You should jump off a bridge. I bet that will make her feel better.  

Margaret 

Maybe too harsh Persy.  

... 

We wouldn’t want to lose this sexy man huh? 

Margaret starts to slither towards him. Persephone picking up on the game and follows suit.  

Persephone 

You are so right Margaret dear, what was I thinking?  

A.B is highly confused. Persephone sidles up behind him and pinches his butt.  

A.B 
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Hey!  

She barks again.  

Persephone 

I’ve got a bed in the back if you want to keep me company? 

But only cuddles.  

Margaret 

Persy, not fair. I saw him first yes? 

Persephone 

We can share him Margaret dear!  

A.B wriggles out of their grasps. He heads towards the exit.  

A.B 

You know what. I’m going to go. Just. 

Um. 

Yea. I’ll go.  

He makes a hasty exit.  

Margaret 

That was bad Persephone. We should not do that.  

Persephone 

But it was so fun.  

Margaret 

Yes.  

Still.  

Persephone 

It’s nice to turn the tables.  
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13. The Street.  

The soldiers stand in a line facing upstage with their masks on backwards so the faces look 

towards the audience.  

As Yudy passes one, he delivers the line then he jumps to the front of the queue.  

It is neverending.  

Soldier 1 

Hey pretty lady? Wanna make a new friend? 

Soldier 2 

Smile honey, it ain’t all bad!  

Soldier 3 

Damn baby you is fiiiinne.  

Yudy is at first unfazed, but as the harassment continues she becomes more and more agitated.  

Soldier 1 

You need me to walk you home? 

Soldier 2 

Whatever, you ain’t even that cute.  

Soldier 3 

Catcall in Spanish 

Here there can be several more catcalls which the ensemble can create from their own 

experiences.  

They should come quickly, overlapping.  

Then things slow down just a little.  
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Soldier 1 

I’ll just go grab my rifle, make sure we are both safe.  

Soldier 3 

You need someone to take care of you baby? 

Soldier 1  

Come in here, have a beer.  

Yudy 

No, it’s okay. I’m really beat. Thanks.  

Soldier 1 

Come on just one beer.  

Soldier 2 

Oh my-damn.. Come here mama. 

Soldier 2 reaches out for Yudy’s arm the same way Parks did before. She screams, punches him 

in the chest and he crumples to the ground.  

Yudy stands over him.  

Yudy 

Just leave me alone! Just leave me alone! Can I just have some peace please!  

We hear the sounds of a police cruiser, and see the lights.  

Soldier 1 and Soldier 2 go to the aid of the man on the ground and point at Yudy.  

Great.  

 

 

14. Transition House Reception Area  

The space is empty, but just for a moment.  

57 



It is dark, perhaps an odd hour of the night.  

Margaret enters, followed closely by Yudy. The lights go on.  

Margaret is irritated. Yudy is despondent.  

Margaret 

That is the first and last time that I bail you out Jewdelkas.  

Yudy 

I’m not kicked out? 

Margaret 

Suuurrreee. I kick you out! Where you gonna go? 

Yudy 

Nowhere.  

I’ll just disappear.  

Margaret 

No, idiot! 

Yudy 

Don’t call me an idiot!  

Margaret 

You are idiot!  

You not gonna disappear when I kick you out! You gonna be dead or worse!  

She is very worked up at this point.  

You think this job easy eh! I make hard decisions every day.  

Yudy 

Yea like which nail polish to wear!  

Margaret 
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No! Like should I kick you out! Here is the paper!  

She pulls out a file. 

You signed it!  

I, Jewdelkas, understand, if I am detained my law enforcement for criminal activity, I may be asked to 

leave Peaceful Moments Transition Home!  

Eh!  

Yudy 

So are you going to kick me out or not.  

Margaret 

She shoves the files back in her desk.  

You  too angry!  

Yudy 

You are the one that is screaming at me!  

Margaret 

She grabs a document off of her desk and shoves it into Yudy’s chest. 

HERE.  

Yudy  

What is this?  

… 

SWAN? 

Margaret 

Is an organization.  

She pulls out a nail file and begins to frantically file her nails.  

Yudy 
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Service Women’s Action Network? 

Margaret 

They are wanting to change the military justice system… 

They want women to come and share stories..  

Yudy 

Stories of what.  

Margaret 

Stories! I will not kick you out. IF you go to this conference.  

Yudy 

Margaret, no. So everyone can see me? So everyone can see me and know? 

Margaret 

Know? Know that something bad happened to you! Yes!  

Something bad happen to all of us!  

You stay angry, or you can do something about!  

Yudy 

… 

I’ll think about it Margaret. Can I just go to bed now? Please?  

Margaret 

Where you were going today? 

Yudy 

I was.. I was going to the shore. It used to bring me some peace.  

Margaret 

Ahh.  

What a coincidence.  
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After you brother left, he call on phone and say. ‘Tell her I be at our spot at the beach, everyday for lunch. 

If she want to find me.’ Maybe you want to know.  

… 

 Go to bed then.  

Yudy starts to exit.  

Thank you Margaret! You such nice lady Margaret!  

Yudy 

… 

Thank you Margaret.  

She exits.  

Margaret stands still and quiet. Her usual defenses dwindle for a moment.  

We see the worries she carries. 

She slumps a bit.  

She goes to sit at her desk. She notices something odd at her desk. 

The locked cabinet with the prescription drugs has been opened.  

She sits heavily into the chair. The weight of the world on her shoulders.  

Lights fade.  

 

15. Transition Home Dormitory 

Yudy lays in bed quietly. She is not asleep.  

Persephone sits at the edge of her bed staring out at something intently. She is suddenly overcome 

with fear, she reaches into her pillowcase and pops a few loose  pills. After a few moments she 

calms.  

The soldier is there.  
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Like a ghost.  

Persephone makes her way over to Yudy’s bed and shakes her.  

Persephone 

Are you awake Yudelka?  

She shakes, Yudy groans.  

Yudy 

Not tonight Persephone, seriously, I haven’t slept.  

Persephone 

Why were you angry at that man? 

Yudy 

Wha- 

Persephone 

The man, who came earlier. Why were you so angry with him? 

Yudy 

He’s my brother.  

Persephone 

Why are you angry with your brother.  

Yudy 

He betrayed me. 

Persephone 

I see.  

Yudy sits up with Persephone on the bed resigned.  

Yudy 
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I want to forgive him. But.. inside... it feels like this slippery, hot, evil thing that’s wormed its way around 

my heart and I can’t wrestle it off.  

Persephone 

Reminds me of my highschool sweetheart.  

Yudy 

Oh? 

Persephone 

Yes.. Would you like me to tell you about him? 

Yudy 

Sure.. You’ve barely bothered to have a real conversation with me since I got here though.. Why are you 

talking to me now? 

Persephone 

You are finally worth talking to.  

Yudy 

… 

What did your high school boyfriend do? 

Persephone 

He was a serial killer.  

Yudy 

Ah. 

Persephone 

Persephone tells the story as if she’d rehearsed it her whole life. Yudy is completely hypnotized. 

I was 16 and he was 32. 

63 



I was his accomplice. Though I never killed anyone.We traveled the country robbing anyone who came in 

contact with us.  

Sometimes, too many times, things would get out of hand, and Raymond would have to kill them.  

He always let them die slowly. Stabbed some place where they could bleed out.  

But I didn’t want anyone to die alone.  

I would pull their dying bodies into my arms and hold them tight until they were gone.  

I would sing them little songs, as if they were babies.  

Sometimes they cried, and I would cry with them. I would tell them I was sorry, kiss them on the head.  

That is when I became Persephone.  

The goddess of the underworld.  

She ushered the souls of the dead into the beyond. At least with me, no one had to die alone.  

I was always there for them.  

I often begged Raymond not to kill the people. He never listened to me.  

We finally got caught. At a gas station. They had my picture on the wall.  

I did time until I was 18 but since it was proven that I hadn’t killed anyone myself, I was let go.  

Raymond died in prison.  

Yudy 

You’re starting to make a lot more sense to me now.  

Persephone 

You believe me? 

Yudy 

Shouldn’t I? 

… 

Did you ever forgive your boyfriend? 
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Persephone 

No friend. I never forgave him.  

I have never had the more than a nudge in the direction of the thing and I very soon shake it off.  

I cannot forgive him. My anger is powerful. 

I think it is the only thing keeping him here.  

I know you feel him here sometimes.  

The soldier ghosts looks towards them.  

Haunting me. That stubborn ghost!  

My love..Raymond was not ready to die.  

It is unnatural for him to be dead when he was so full of deadly life.  

If I forgive him, he’ll be released.  

His spirit would go on and he’ll have peace. Ushered off to beyond..  

Why should I forgive him when I have yet to find my peace? No, I won’t forgive him.  

He’s still here with me. And I’ll keep him here until I’m done with him.  

Yudy 

That’s dark Persephone.  

Persephone 

Yes. 

Would you like to become as dark as I am? 

Yudy 

I don’t think so.  

Persephone 

Well.  

Suddenly Margaret Enters and begins searching the room. She flings open drawers.  
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Persephone  

What is going on Margaret dear?  

Margaret  

This will be easier if you tell me where they hiding.  

She checks inside Yudy’s shoes then flings them back down.  

Yudy 

Whoa! What is going on.  

Yudy tenderly grabs the shoes and holds them to her chest.  

Margaret pulls the pillow from behind Persephone.  

Margaret  

I hope you weren't needing your Percocet anytime soon. Well here's what left.  

She pulls out a few pills and gives them to Yudy 

Yudy 

Oh. 

Margaret  

Maybe you'll have a better time keeping them from her.  

Persephone  

I need them more than her!  

Margaret  

Enough Persephone!  

Persephone  

She falls to the ground screaming, having a full blown tantrum. Yudy is horrified. The 

soldier-ghost is at attention taking in the scene.  

Persephone rips at her hair and clothes. She rolls on the ground screaming.  
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Margaret grabs Persephone by the shoulders. 

Margaret  

I can't keep babying you like this! You have to grow up Persephone! You are going to end up on streets!  

Persephone  

I rather live on the street! They accept me there!  

She grabs her bag and starts to head out.  

Yudy 

Persephone!  

She is gone.  

Margaret looks out after her. She speaks almost to herself.  

Margaret  

One of these days she won't come back and I don't know if I celebrate or cry.  

…. 

She exits past the specter.  

Yudy seems to notice the soldier, really notice it. He hums/ whistles a cadence.  

She trembles. 

She holds the shoes.  

Yudy  

Scary. 

 

 

 

16. The Beach in Front of Chicky and Pete’s 
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A.B sits on a towel looking out into the water.  

Yudy enters looking out as well, but she spots him. He does not see her right away.  

The laces of her boots are tied together and the shoes are flung around her neck. 

The Uncle Sam Soldiers stand on either side of her.  

As she makes her way to A.B they come in closer and closer trying to stop her from reaching him.  

An oppressive wall.  

The whisper the Yellow Bird cadence.  

She stares them down. 

Then... quiet.  

Yudy 

I need to move forward.  

After a couple more moments they about face and steadily march off the stage. She comes up to 

level with A.B.  

He notices her and  is timidly joyful. 

A.B 

Sis.  

Yudy 

Please. It’s time for me to talk and for you to listen. But, I’m not ready to talk to you about it, and I’m not 

ready to forgive you. 

Yet.  

But I don’t want to be haunted by this for the rest of my life…  

She sits down. 

So can we just.. look out? Can we just look out and see.. 

A.B 
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Something better? 

She nods.  

After a moment.  

She hands him the SWAN pamphlet.  

I'm going to speak out. There is an organization holding a conference next week.  

They want, personal accounts of..rape in the military, and all the times the victims are ignored.  

They want to change things. I- I want to change things and I just can’t sit around doing nothing.  

A.B  

I will be there.  

  Yudy 

You don’t have- 

A.B. 

In uniform.  

After a few moments the sounds of the sea change to the sounds of a crowd.  

Yudy begins to tie her shoes on.  

After a moment she stands forward, A.B becomes a part of the audience.  

Yudy comes to the center of the stage, a podium, a speech.  

The other players stand facing her with the Uncle Sam masks on though they take them off and 

become people when she begins to speak.  

Yudy 

I thank you for coming out today and hearing my story.  

 

 

End of play.  
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